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The Sorbonne Declaration on Research Data Rights is a statement from members of the international
research community committing to practicing and promoting open data sharing. It calls on governments
and research funding organizations across the world to develop the legal frameworks and institutional

reward structures necessary for the responsible sharing of research data.

The Declaration was signed at the International Research Data Rights Summit, held on January 27, 2020,

at the Sorbonne University in Paris (LERU 2020). The original signatories include nine groups representing
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more than 160 research institutions:

e Association of American Universities (AAU)

e African Research Universities Alliance (ARUA)

e Coordination of French Research-Intensive Universities (CURIF)
e German U15

e League of European Research Universities (LERU)

e RU1M Japan

e The Russell Group (UK)

e The Group of Eight (Go8) (Australia)

e U15 Group of Canadian Research Universities

The Sorbonne Declaration and the INKE Partnership

The Sorbonne Declaration’s call for infrastructural and institutional change to promote the open sharing
of data relates to other policies and standards related to open data and open scholarship of interest to
the INKE Partnership, such as the FAIR principles and the Tri-Agency Statement of Principles on Digital

Data Management (see “Tri-Agency Statement of Principles on Digital Data Management”).

The Canadian Research and Writing Collaboratory (CRWC) champions many of the same principles
identified in the Declaration and puts them into practice in a Canadian context by providing the projects it
hosts with the infrastructure necessary for making research data open and interoperable (CWRC n.d.).
The Linked Infrastructure for Networked Cultural Scholarship (LINCS) project, led by CWRC Project
Director Susan Brown (U Guelph), will develop a national infrastructure for cultural linked open data,

drawing from CWRC projects and other research datasets.
The Sorbonne Declaration in the Media

The signing of the Sorbonne Declaration was widely reported in the research community media, including
media releases by signatories including the German U15, LERU, the Russell Group, and the Go8, as well
as their members, including the Universitat Bonn and University College London, and other stakeholders
such as Go FAIR.

In two pieces for the Times Higher Education, Paul Ayris and John Ross cite the COVID-19 epidemic as an
important context for the Sorbonne Declaration, one that highlights the advantages of open data as well

as the need for greater support and infrastructure to enable data sharing (2020; 2020b).

The importance of data sharing to the international COVID-19 response has made open data and open
access a topic of interest in the general media as well. Writing for CBC news, for example, Kelly Crowe
notes that a statement by the Wellcome Trust calling for data and publications relating to the outbreak to
be made open access immediately—and signed by about 100 publishers and research organizations—is
notable as an exception to usual research and publication practices (2020). Crowe quotes INKE
Partnership member Vincent Lariviere as pointing out that the Wellcome Trust’s statement is an implicit
admission of the barriers placed by these usual research and publication practices to responses to other

deadly diseases and to research more generally (2020).
The Sorbonne Declaration and Open Scholarship

Ayris argues that the greatest challenge to the kinds of changes called for in the Declaration may by
cultural, since the academic community must shift its mindset toward openness and managing data
according to FAIR principles (2020). Not doing so, he argues, will have financial consequences and
hamper our ability to face global challenges, including health challenges such as COVID-19, but these

changes requires significant investment in research infrastructure (2020).

Indeed, the Sorbonne Declaration echoes other open scholarship policies in calling for integrating data
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management into standard research workflows and calls for the development of infrastructure and
funding to enable it. Quoting researchers from Go8 institutions, Ross notes that, as a statement
developed by influential research organizations around the world, the Declaration has the potential to
lead to significant change in countries with “fragmented” open data policies, as well as those with more
developed ones (2020a). He cites Canada’s Digital Research Infrastructure Strategy as an example of a
well-developed policy and suggests that the Declaration is an important policy to keep in mind as the
details of Canada’s DRI funding are decided. Canada’s recently released Roadmap for Open Science
also emphasizes the need for data to be “open by design and by default,” and to follow FAIR principles
(Government of Canada 2020).

As discussed in “The Review, Promotion, and Tenure Project at the ScholCommLab,” institutional policies
that do not recognize or reward open scholarship are widely recognized as a barrier to cultural change. In
acknowledgement of this, and as a way of encouraging a necessary cultural shift, the Declaration also

includes a commitment to working towards changing these policies.
Works Cited

Ayris, Paul. 2020. “The Risks of Not Sharing Data are Greater than the Costs.” Times Higher Education,

February 8, 2020, https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/risks-not-sharing-data-are-greater-costs.

Crowe, Kelly. 2020. ““We’re Opening Everything’: Scientists Share Coronavirus Data in Unprecedented
Way to Contain, Treat Disease.” CBC News, February 1, 2020,
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/coronavirus-2019-ncov-science-virus-genome-who-research-
collaboration-1.5446948.

Government of Canada. 2020 Roadmap for Open Science. February 2020.
http://science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_97992 .html.

LERU (League of European Research Universities). 2020. “Data Summit in Paris.”
https://www.leru.org/news/data-summit-in-paris.

29

Ross, John. 2020a. “Open Data ‘tougher’ than Open Access and Needs ‘Mindset Change.”” Times Higher

Education, January 31, 2020, https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/open-data-tougher-open-

access-and-needs-mindset-change.

Ross, John. 2020b. “Top Universities Ink Data-Sharing Pact as Virus Spread Shows Need.” Times Higher
Education, January 28, 2020, https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/top-universities-ink-data-

sharing-pact-virus-spread-shows-need.

Search

Archives

Select Year

Categories


https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/136.nsf/eng/home
http://science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_97992.html
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/the-review-promotion-and-tenure-project-at-the-scholcommlab/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/risks-not-sharing-data-are-greater-costs
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/coronavirus-2019-ncov-science-virus-genome-who-research-collaboration-1.5446948
http://science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_97992.html
https://www.leru.org/news/data-summit-in-paris
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/open-data-tougher-open-access-and-needs-mindset-change
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/top-universities-ink-data-sharing-pact-virus-spread-shows-need

Community News

English

French

Observations

Observations and Responses
Policies

Responses

Uncategorized

Tags

Berlin Declaration / Déclaration de

Berlin

bibliodiversity /

bibliodiversité

Canadian government/le gouvernement du

Canada

Compute Canada / calcul

Canada

data management / gestion des

données

English / en

anglais humaines

funding agencies / organismes de

financement

implementation / mise en

oeuvre

Naylor Report / le rapport
Naylor

open education / éducation

ouverte

open infrastructure / infrastructure

ouverte

open source software / les logicels

libres

Plan S update / mise a jour du Plan

S

RDC /

DRC RDM RECODE

repositories / les

dépots

INKE

open access / libre

acces

recommendations /

recommandations

recherche

Bethesda Statement / Déclaration de

Bethesda

Budapest Statement / Déclaration de

Budapest Canada Canadiana.org
CARL /
CAPOS ABRC collaboration
copyright / droits CRKN /
d'auteurs RCDR

digital scholarship / version en francais /

numérique French

Federation for the HSS / Fédération des sciences

identity management / gestion de

l'identité

international policy / politique

internationale

open data / données

ouvertes

open government / gouvernement

ouvert
open science / science
open scien ouverte
peer review / critique des
ORCID pairs PKP Plan S
policy / publishing /
politique promotion et titularisation édition

reports / les

rapports

research evaluation / l'évaluation de la

english


https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/category/community-news/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/category/english/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/category/french/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/category/observations-responses/observations/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/category/observations-responses/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/category/policy/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/category/observations-responses/responses/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/category/uncategorized/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/berlin-declaration/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/bethesda-statement/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/bibliodiversity/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/budapest-statement/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/canada/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/canadiana-org/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/can-government/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/capos/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/carl/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/collaboration/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/compute-canada/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/copyright-droits-dauteurs/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/crkn/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/data-management/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/digital-scholarship/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/french/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/english-2/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/english-en-anglais/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/federation/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/funding-agencies/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/identity-management/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/implementation-mise-en-oeuvre/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/inke-partnership/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/international-policy/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/naylor-report/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/open-access/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/open-data/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/open-education/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/open-government/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/open-infrastructure/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/open-scien/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/open-science/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/open-source-software/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/orcid/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/peer-review/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/pkp/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/plan-s/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/plan-s-update-mise-a-jour-du-plan-s/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/policy/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/promotion-et-titularisation/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/publishing/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/research-data-canada/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/rdm-2/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/recode/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/recommendations/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/reports/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/repositories/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/research-evaluation/

research evaluation / évaluation de la

recherche

research output / les résultats de la

recherche

scholarly communication / la communication

savante

social media / les medias
sociaux
UVic

Libraries Erudit

This work is licensed under aCreative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

@I N KE

IMPLEMENTING NEW KNOWLEDGE ENVIRONMENTS

Tri-Agency / des trois

organismes

research libraries / les bibliotheques de

recherche
RPT /
révision
SFU Library /

Bibliotheque

UK Uni

UK / Royaume-


https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/research-evaluation-evaluation-de-la-recherche/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/research-libraries-les-bibliotheques-de-recherche/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/research-output/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/rpt-revision/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/scholarly-communication/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/sfu-library/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/social-media/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/tri-agencies/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/uk/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/uk-royaume-uni/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/unesco/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/uvic-libraries/
https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/tag/erudit/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://inke.ca

	The Sorbonne Declaration on Research Data Rights
	Search
	Archives
	Categories
	Tags


